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Home Technology Planning Guide

10 Decisions to Make Before Drywall

A practical guide for planning WiFi, audio, video, lighting control, shades, cameras, and
future wiring in custom homes, water front homes, remodels, additions, as well as
media spaces in Central Virginia.

Best For: Use It When: Goal:

Custom homes and remodels. Plans are still flexible. Avoid missed wires and regrets.

The best time to plan for home technology is before the walls are closed up.
You do not need to choose every product now. You just need to make smart early
decisions so the home is ready for the way you want to live.
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Why this guide matters

Building or remodeling comes with hundreds of decisions. Home technology is often
pushed too late, even though WiFi, TVs, speakers, lighting control, shades, cameras,
and network wiring are significantly easier to plan before drywall.

This guide is not meant to turn you into an expert or replace professional guidance. It is
meant to help you ask the right questions early, before the cleanest options disappear
behind finished walls.

1 2 3
Circle what matters Ask early Keep options open
Mark the rooms and systems Bring this into design, Wire for future upgrades even
you care most about. selections, or builder if you phase the work.
meetings.

The simple rule

If a wire, conduit, keypad, speaker, access point, shade, camera, or TV location might
matter later, talk about it now. You can always wait to purchase equipment, however it is
much harder to add clean infrastructure after drywall.
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10 Decisions to make before drywall

Use this as a conversation starter with your builder, designer(s), or technology partner.

1 WiFi and Network Coverage

[ ] Discussed

Decide where wired access points
should go and what they should
cover. Decide where wired network
locations should go, including
offices, bedrooms, porches,
connected devices.

Where do we need reliable
coverage?

2 TV and Media Locations

[ ] Discussed

Identify every likely TV, projector, or
media room location before walls
close.

Which rooms need a clean
TV/media room plan now or for the
future?

3 Built in Audio Zones

[ ] Discussed

Choose the rooms where music will
actually be enjoyed. Whole home
audio does not mean speakers
everywhere.

Where will people cook,
gather, relax, or entertain?

4 Outdoor Audio

[ ] Discussed

Plan patios, porches, pools, fire
pits, outdoor kitchens, docks, and
lake spaces differently than indoor
rooms.

Where will people sit outside
and where should the sound feel
balanced?

5 Lighting Control

[ ] Discussed

Plan keypads, dimming, exterior
lighting, scenes, fixture
compatibility, and shade integration
early.

Which scenes make daily life
easier? Welcome home, movie,
bedtime, outside on, all off?
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10 Decisions to make before drywall

Use this as a conversation starter with your builder, designer(s), or technology partner.

6 Motorized shades

[ ] Discussed

Decide which windows may need
shade wiring for privacy, glare,
heat, bedrooms, hard to reach
windows, or media rooms.

Which windows get too much
sun or need privacy?

7 Cameras, doorbells, and
access

[ ] Discussed

Think through doors, driveways,
gates, garages, package drops,
detached buildings, docks, and

outdoor living spaces.

What needs to be seen, and
where will people actually enter?

8 Equipment location

[ ] Discussed

Choose a serviceable place for the
network, audio, security, power,
protection, and future equipment.

Where can equipment live
with ventilation, power, internet,
and access?

9 Future wiring

[ ] Discussed

Add extra network lines, conduit,
speaker prewires, shade prewires,
camera prewires, and expansion
paths where useful.

What might we want in three
to five years, even if not on day
one?

10 Coordination

[ ] Discussed

Make sure someone is looking at
the full picture across all
stakeholders' needs.

Who is handling the
technology plan before, during, and
after construction?
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Use this guide before rough in decisions are final

Bring these questions to your builder, low voltage partner, designer, or selections
meeting. The goal is not to make every final product decision today. The goal is to make
sure the home is ready for the technology you may want now or in the future.

Best time to start | During design, selections, and certainly before electrical and
low voltage rough in.

Still useful if The home is already framed and trades haven't started inside
yet.
Bring with you Floor plans, reflected ceiling plans, lighting plans, window

schedules, and outdoor living plans.

Good next step Schedule a focused technology review so wiring, equipment,
locations, and future options are coordinated early.

Building or remodeling in Central Virginia?

Full Spectrum helps homeowners, builders, designers, and architects plan lighting,
audio, video, networking, shades, central vacuum, and smart home systems before they
become costly afterthoughts. Based in Louisa, we serve Lake Anna, Charlottesville,
Richmond, Goochland, Albemarle, and surrounding Central Virginia Areas.

A little planning before drywall can save a lot of frustration after move in.
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